
Virtual 2021 Shipping Coordinating Committee Meeting 

On June 3, 2021 The Department of State conducted an open meeting of the Shipping Coordinating 
Committee via teleconference The agenda items to be considered at the Committee mirror those to be 
considered at 76th Session of IMO’s Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC 76) and include: 
the IMO’s continued work on reduction of greenhouse gas emissions from ships, air pollution prevention, 
energy efficiency of ships, harmful aquatic organisms in ballast water, marine plastic litter from ships, a ban 
on the use of heavy fuel oil as ship’s fuel in the Arctic, amendments to the Anti-Fouling Convention, and 
other ongoing items for the protection of the marine environment.   Not all the 206 papers that were 
submitted were discussed.  

The meeting was chaired by Jeff Lantz the USCG’s Director of Regulations and Standards who is also 
Head of the US Delegation to MEPC.   Industry representatives on the call included Chamber of Shipping 
of America (CSA), World Shipping Council (WSC), Friends of the Earth International (FOEI), the 
Transportation Institute (TI), American Waterway Operators (AWO), Pacific Environment (PE), Ocean 
Conservancy (OC), Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) Liberian Shipowners Council (LSC), Lake 
Carriers Association (LCA) and Greek Shipowners (UGS).  

At the outset of the meeting, Mr. Lance stated due to the virtual nature of MEPC76 no working groups 
would be formed during the session.  MEPC 76/1/1 Add.1 is the document summarizing the MEPC 
Chair’s proposed arrangements for the remote session.  Within these comments it was mentioned that 
some agenda items would be tackled via correspondence, virtual drafting group and/or extended to 
MEPC 77.   

Agenda Item 3- Consideration and adoption of amendments to mandatory instruments 

Wayne Lundy of the USCG Office of Design & Engineering Standards (CG-ENG-3) reviewed the papers 
submitted under this agenda item.  This agenda item totals up to 75 amendments with the US 
supporting most of them.    

MEPC 76/3 – Draft Amendments to MARPOL Annex VI – The exemption survey and certification 
requirements found in the proposed amendments for mandatory goal based technical and operational 
measures to reduce carbon intensity for the UNSP (Unmanned Non-Self Propelled) barge fleet. 

MEPC 76/3/1 – Draft Amendments to MARPOL Annex I – This paper proposes amendments to MARPOL 
Annex I that prohibits the carriage of heavy fuel oil (HFO) by ships in Artic waters.   

MEPC 76/3/2 – Draft Amendments to MARPOL Annexes 1 and IV – This proposes amendments to 
exempt UNSP barges from survey and certification requirements.   

MEPC 76/3/3 – Draft Amendments to the International Convention on the Control of Antifouling 
Systems on Ship (AFS Convention)  

MEPC 76 /3/4 – Draft circular based on MEPC 76/3/2. 

MEPC 76/3/5 – Voyage Exclusions for Ice Class Ships – a paper that the US did not support.   The 
adoption of amendments to the Anti Fouling System Convention, CII exclusions for Ice Class vessels.   

MEPC 76/3/6 – This paper proposes to modify the draft amendments to regulations 6, 22, 22 B and 
Appendix X as set out in Circular letter no. 4350.   

MEPC 76/3/8 - The one US sponsored paper under this agenda items contained specific comments on 
regulation 28 of MARPOL Annex VI related to a ship’s CII if it transfers administration (flag).  11 



documents under this agenda item contained proposed amendments that have been approved for 
adoption by MSC or MEPC.   

MEPC 76/3/9 – This paper, authored by the Institute of Marine Engineering, Science and Technology 
(IMarEST) proposes correct terminology for Regulation 13.   

Agenda Item 4 – Harmful Aquatic Organisms in Ballast Water – all papers and submissions under this 
agenda item are being handled vi a correspondence group and will not be considered during MEPC 76. 

Agenda Item 5 – Air Pollution Prevention  

MEPC 76/5/1- The report of the Correspondence Group on Air Pollution and Energy Efficiency to MEPC 
76. 

MEPC 76/5/3 – The International Marine Contractors Association (IMCA) comments on the MEPC 76/5/1 
regarding proxies for data submission on behalf of the offshore marine contracting sector.  The US will 
be seeking further consideration regarding this submittal during MEPC 76.   

MEPC 76/5/4, The Republic of Korea’s comments on the revision of the 2013 Guidelines for Determining 
the Minimum Propulsion Power to Maintain the Maneuverability of Ships in Adverse Conditions.  The 
authors of this paper are proposing that the forward speed be changed from 2.0 knots to 4.0 knots.   

Public Comment:  Hornbeck Offshore asked about how the USCG will enforce the EEDI for offshore supply 
vessels.  Jeff Lantz replied that the international regulations would not apply within the own waters but 
that is an implementation not a policy issue.   

Agenda Item 6 – Energy Efficiency of Ships – The only submittal discussed was MEPC 76/6/1- Report of 
Fuel Oil Consumption data submitted to the IMO Ship Fuel Consumption Database GISIS (2019).  The 
other papers (informational papers and submittals) are being addressed as a correspondence group and 
will be deferred to MEPC 77.   

Agenda Item 7 - Reduction of GHG Emissions from Ships  

 As lead US Negotiator on Climate for the US Department of State, Mr. Aaron Pratt presented on this 
agenda item.   

Instead of going through each of the 86 papers submitted under this agenda item, Mr. Pratt talked 
about recent announcements by the Biden-Harris Administration to tackle the climate crisis, since 
rejoining the Paris Agreement, and the announcement that they will push other IMO members to adopt 
a goal of achieving “zero emissions” from international shipping by 2050.   

Mr. Pratt also mentioned US participation in the High Ambition Coalition for Shipping Group.  He also 
reiterated the US position that the proposed carbon intensity reduction rate is not enough to reach the 
2030 targets.  Last week at the GHG Intersessional Working Group virtual meeting, the US was one of a 
significant number of member states to reject portions of the GHG reductions proposals headed for 
MEPC 76.   

Regarding the International Maritime Research Board (IMRB) and the International Marine Research 
Fund, the US has its concerns about the approach, its current distractions within the current agenda and 
the mandatory levy involved.   

Pratt also announced that US has signed on as a co-lead of the Mission Innovation maritime challenge.  
The US will also seek to focus the work of the GHG Intersessional Working Group on midterm measures, 



which could include Market Based Measures, Carbon Intensity Standards and Fuel Regulations.  More 
specifically, the Mission Innovation Zero-Emission Shipping Mission is part of the global initiative of 22 
countries and the European Commission (EC) which aims to spearhead innovation and drive investment 
in clean energy research, development, and demonstrations. 

The US is also working midterm measures proposal with Norway.   

Public Comments: There were many public comments questions on this agenda item.  The following are 
considered relevant: 

CSA (speaking on behalf of ICS and BIMCO) – They are fully supportive of getting to zero emissions.   
Although the IMRB is not a tactical plan it could be implemented quicker than market-based measures.  
The LSC endorsed this comment.   

WSC – WSC is fully supportive of getting to zero emissions, but technology is needed to do this.  IMRB is 
entirely industry funded.  Why is the US not convinced this is the right approach?  WSC is interested in 
the exact concerns with IMRB.   

Mr.  Pratt’s response to these comments was that the US likes parts pf the IMRB and potential 
approaches.  There is no concern about the intent but the placement and structure of IMRB.   

CSA:  US Jones Act ships that have started to convert should be given maximum flexibility to develop 
alternate compliance plans for their fleets.   

Mr. Lantz and Mr. Pratt both replied that the US delegation is very in tune to the issues faced by the 
Jones Act fleet. 

LCA, AWO and TI endorsed the CSA comments regarding the Jones Act Fleet.   

Pacific Environment suggested that the Air Quality A-E rating system used in US ports be made public. 
The Ocean Conservancy agreed suggesting that an impact assessment be considered, asking the US 
position on this.   

Mr. Pratt said that the US has technical concerns about the impact assessment, but they do not see a 
need for a revision to the impact assessment.  There may be some lessons learned but they do not merit 
delaying adoption of the measure. 

Mr.  Lantz closed out the discussion of agenda item 7 by stating that it will certainly dominate MEPC 76. 

Agenda Item 8 – Follow up work emanating from the Action Plan to address marine plastic litter from 
ships – this document provides an update on progress made by the GESAMP Working Group on Sea-
Based sources of Marine Litter.   This issue will be handled domestically so no papers were reviewed.   

Agenda Item 9 - Pollution Prevention and Response (PPR) – Wayne Lundy reviewed the following 
submissions: 

MEPC 76/9/2 - Proposals on guidance with EGC systems discharges and residues.   

MEPC 76/9/6 - Japan’s alternatives to MEPC 76/9/2 

MEPC 76/9/8 – Comments on MEPC 76/9/1 and MEPC 76/9/2.  The paper was submitted by FOEI, 
Greenpeace International, World Wildlife Fund, Pacific Environment and CSC 



MEPC 76/9/9 – This paper comments on the outcome of PPR 8 and proposes two options to reduce 
black carbon emissions other than an immediate switch to distillates in the Arctic. It was submitted by 
FOEI, Greenpeace International, World Wildlife Fund, Pacific Environment and CSC 

MEPC 76/9/10 – This paper also provides comments on the outcome of PPR 8 and proposes a MEPC 
resolution to for a non-mandatory instrument addressing black carbon emissions in or near the Arctic. 
paper was submitted by FOEI, Greenpeace International, World Wildlife Fund, Pacific Environment and 
CSC.  The US position on this is that they are not convinces that a non-mandatory instrument would 
work.   

Agenda Item 10 – Reports of other Subcommittees  

MEPC 76/10 – Report of the 7th Session of the Sub-Committee on Ship Design and Construction – 
deferred to MSC’s next session.  

Agenda Item 11 – Technical Cooperation Activities for the Protection of the Marine Environment – 
This is a correspondence group; it will not be considered at MEPC 76. 

Agenda Item 12 – Work Program of the Committee and Subsidiaries  

Only one paper was discussed, MEPC 76/12/2 – Comments on MEPC 75/14. “Proposal for new output 
concerning review of 2014 Guidelines for the reduction of underwater noise from commercial shipping 
to address adverse impacts on marine life (MEPC.1. Circ.833) and identification of next steps” submitted 
by Australia, Canada, and the United States.  The cosponsors of the paper, Germany and the WWF want 
to draw attention to recent research findings on this subject.  

Public Comments: 

CSA – Supports this but has concerns about implementing speed limits.  FOEI, NRDC and Pacific 
Environment support the paper in full. 

 


